The poorest 40 percent of the world’s population live on less than two US dollars a day and account for 5
percent of global income. The richest 20 percent accounts for three-quarters of world i income™.

More than 26,000 children die each day due to different reasons”, many of which are strongly related to
poverty.

It is estimated that at least 115 million children cannot go to school. Most of them are girls.

An estimated 33,2 million people are living with HIV/AIDS, with 2, 1 million deaths in 2007 . Worldwide,
it is estimated that more than 15 million children under 18 have been orphaned as a result of AIDS.™”

Poverty is... lack of choice, opportunities and dignity, lack of possibilities to provide for one’s family, the
inability to choose if and when to have children, the inability to send one’s children to school, the inability
to protect oneself from harm or disease, lack of access to quality health care, hunger, discrimination...and
the list goes on. Poverty is not only an economic phenomenon, it encompasses many dimensions of human
development:
.Human development is about much more than the rise or fall of national incomes. It is about

creating an environment in which people cgg*ggvelop their full potential and lead productive, creative lives
in accord with their needs and interests...*

The Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) are eight goals to be achieved by 2015 that respond to the
world’s main development challenges. The MDGs are drawn from the actions and targets contained in the
Millennium Declaration that was adopted by 189 nations-and signed by 147 heads of state and govern-
ments during the United Nations Millennium Summit in September 2000.

The Millennium Development Goals are:

Goal 1: Eradicate extreme poverty and hunger

Goal 2: Achieve universal primary education

Goal 3: Promote gender equality and empower women

Goal 4: Reduce child mortality

Goal 5: Improve maternal health

Goal 6: Combat HIV/AIDS, malaria and other diseases

Goal 7: Ensure environmental sustainability '

Goal 8: Develop a Global Partnership for Development

Sexual and reproductive health and rights issues are vital to poverty alleviation and achievement of MDGs.
Goals 4.5 and 6 are sexual and reproductive health goals and Goal 3 is a closely linked to improvement
of sexual health and rights situation. It is impossible to achieve the MDGs without devoting resources to
reducing child and maternal mortality, combating HIV/AIDS and improving gender equality. Universal
access to comprehensive sexual and reproductive health services and information has to be ensured to all
women, men and young people in order to 1mprove the living conditions and support human development.
worldwide.
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Lasiall ove s a project, which brings together six European countries to work on sexual health and rights-
2 development issues. The goal of the project is to build awareness on the European developing countries
Simation and increase support to development cooperation in new EU member states, while highlighting the
cemtral importance of sexual health and rights issues in achieving the United Nations Millennium Develop-
ment Goals.

Lashe&] ove priority activities are designed to (.mpower mfosm and tram young people fauhtatmg their
meemational networking and shared learning:

- youth networks for sexual and reproductive health and rights and development education will be set
up and supported in 3 EU partner countries,

- vouth involvement will be sought by arranging yearly creative works contests in all partner count-
mes and

- empowerment of young people will take place by trammgs mterna‘aondl experience exchange and
wouth field work.

Other lines of work include information dissemination to the general public via the internet,

media channels and public events, advocacy among decision makers and politicians, networking between
NGID)Os and stakeholder groups and capacity building of the partner organizations.

Visit: www.lightlove.eu for more information.

partner countries:
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Estonia Latvia Hungary Moldova Georgia Ukraine

partner organisations:

Estonian Sexual Health Family Planning Asso-
EE%‘U ST (lead partner) ciation of Moldova
Mardi 3, Tallinn 10145, ¢ 7 f 94 Sciusev str. Chisinau
Estonia. sp m MD-2012, Moldova
www.amor.ee www.iubire.md

Latvian Association for
RIGHTg

Family Planning and < /4‘,“\\\\v Association HERA-XXI
Sexual Health 16 Vazha Pshavela ave.
Papardes zieds”, \ " Room 510, 0160 Thilisi,
Grecinieku iela 34, Riga, o ‘I Georgia
PAPARDES LV-1024, Latvia , s“ggf”)g’l www.hera-youth.ge
ZL1EDS www.papardeszieds.lv

Pro Familia Hungarian .
Salus Charitable

Scientific Society _ 1
5-7 Kelety Karoly str. @p@y Foundation
Budapest H- PoBox 320, '."9000 Lviy,
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www.novedelem.hu www.salus.org.ua
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